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ConvicTIon oF A M.R.C.V.S. 


On page 185 we reprint a report of a case which 
is of supreme importance to veterinary surgeons. 

Mr. Norbury was called by a client to see a dead 
cow. He was unable to make a diagnosis so did 
what any intelligent man would do. It might have 
been a case of ruptured heart or liver, it might have 
been a case of wilful poisoning, but as the Anthrax 
Order was stringent he decided not to make a post- 
mortem examination until he had determined 
whether or not anthrax existed. Toenable him to 
make a diagnosis he cut off an ear, and examined 
the blood therein. Not being too sure of his 
results he sent the ear to a bacteriologist who re- 
ported by telegraph that it was anthrax, and then 
Mr. Norbury notified the case to the police. What 
more could have been expected we fail to see, but 
the local Solons decided to prosecute him for “ cut- 
ting the skin”’ and the local bench convicted him 
for this offence. If this case is allowed to stand 
the diagnosis of anthrax becomes too dangerous 
for any practitioner to attempt, and wilful or acci- 
dental poisoning of cattle is rendered undetectable 
Probably no veterinary surgeon is so egoistical as 
to say that any carcase of a cow affords proof of the 
cause of death. This sort of guessing is left to 
policemen, but an exact diagnosis by professional 
men becomes a danger and an offence punishable 
by fine or imprisonment according to the prejudice, 
ignorance or stupidity of a bench of magistrates. 

This case must be taken up and appealed against 
unless country practitioners are to be the laughing- 
stock of the country side. 

Counsel for the prosecution made great play with 
some fly-leaf of the Board of Agriculture—that is 
not law. Counsel also harped upon Article 7 of the 
Order, which is simply an instruction to Local 
Authorities as to the “disposal of carcases.” We 
think that no more flagrant misunderstanding of an 
Order was ever perpetrated by a Bench of the great 


Unpaid, and the profession must protect itself by 
Joint action. 


Tue Annvat Reoisrratton Fee. 


age ago we were able to publish the text of the 
ae 8 by which the V.M.A. of Lreland supported this 
oo = — to-day we have pleasure in printing the full 
argely attended meeting, which, after the ex- 
aed on many divergent views regarding minor details, 
wuanimous conclusion upon the 
pe far - Most of us, it is true, sent in our papers long 
on te e time still available for voting is very short; 
stianaene” nevertheless be hoped that this meeting may 
if taker P some hitherto indifferent members. Certainly, 

n 88 indicative of the feeling in Ireland, it is gratify- 


Counties Association on the 29th also passed a unanimous 
resolution heartily supporting the action of the R.C.V.S. in 
the matter. 

We notice with some regret that a much smaller meeting 
in Scotland has arrived at a less commendable decision. 
Refusal to support the one measure upon which the effectual 
use of any future Act of Parliament depends until every 
other detail in the Act has been Gecided upon is “ putting 
the cart before the horse’’ in a most deplorable manner. 
The meeting, however, was very small, and its members so 
ill acquainted with the subject as to confuse an Act with a 
Charter in their resolution. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AND THE POLICE. 


A deputation from the V.M.A. of Ireland recently ap- 
proached the Chief Commissioner of Police to endeavour to 
induce the police authorities in Dublin to obtain the assist- 
ance of veterinary surgeons in connection with charges of 
cruelty to animals. Among those who really understand 
the issues involved, there can, of co irse, be no two opinions 
regarding the necessity for such a reform, and we are glad 
to note that the deputation was sympathetically received, 


and that, although the matter is still in abeyance, the pros- 


pects appear distinctly hopeful. 

One point is, perhaps, worthy of attention. It appears 
that an official comparison between the police methods of 
London and Dublin is to be made before a decision is arrived 


at, and the proposals of the Dublin veterinarians differ in 
one respect from the London procedure. Their idea seems 
to be that a veterinary surgeon in Dublin should examine 
and certify upon animals at his own establishment free of 
charge, charging ‘“‘a small fee’’ if subsequently required 


to appear in court. A practitioner in London usually 


examines such cases at the police yard; but—unless he 
gives evidence on the same day—he receives a fee for exam- 
ination, apart from that paid for appearance in court. The 
fees, which are fixed by the police regulations, are the same 
for both examination and subsequent attendance at court, 
viz., 10s. 6d. for each. This seems the better plan of the 
two. 


mg inthe extreme. A special meeting of The Midland 


AN UNUSUAL FOSTER-MOTHER. 


The enclosed photo is that of a cow nursing a 


filly foal. 


The mother of the foal—-a blood mare—died from 


twist of the bowel when tbe foal was two weeks 
old. A shorthorn cow was procured to provide 
milk to rear the foal on. 
the same grass field. 
drinking the milk from a pail. On the fourth day 
after the mare died, and at the time of milking the 
cow, the foal happened to be poking her nose in 
the pail, the man held a teat to the foal’s mouth 
which she eagerly grasped, and has ever since of 
her own accord sucked the cow. 
offered by the foster mother, and they are now in- 
separable. 


Both anima!s were put in 
The foal took readily to 


No objection was 


So attached are these two animals to each 


other that when separated both are restless until 
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again back in each other's company. It is interest- 
ing to watch the cow licking the foal as she would 
her calf, and the foal sucking the cow as she would 
her mother. The foal was nine weeks old at the 
time the photo was taken, and is thriving so well 
under the care of her foster-mother that the owners 
(Messrs. A. and P. Lake) have decided to send her 
next week to a local show. 
Atexr. Leviz, F.R.C.V.S. 


Nottingham. 


MAMMARY TOXZMIA OR PSEUDO 
MILK FEVER. 


The recent correspondence in The Veterinary 
Record upon Mr. Welsby’s article on “A long 
delayed attack of Milk Fever,” has induced me to 
recount a few cases out of many which have 
occurred in my practice during the last few months 
of a disease whith simulates milk fever, but is un- 
associated with the act of parturition, and which is 
purely, in my opinion, the result of toxic poisoning 
arising from the mammary gland. 

Case I.—Jersey cow, three months in calf, out at 
grass, found in the morning in recumbent position 
unable to rise. Udder flaccid, lactation suspended, 
semi-conscious, neck curved. Treated as for milk 
fever. Rose four hours afterwards. Uninter- 
rupted recovery. 

Case II.—Jersey cow, six months in calf, found 
to be staggering when brought in to milk in after- 
noon. Went down an hour afterwards, aad when 
seen at 7 p.m. was perfectly unconscious. Lacta- 
tion entirely suspended. Treated as for milk fever. 
Rose at 12 midnight. 

Case III.—Half-bred Jersey and shorthorn cow, 
aged. Had attended herfor milk fever at previous 
calving last year, now barren, intending to feed. 
This was a typically defined case, with all symp- 
toms of true milk fever. Perfectly unconscious, 
excessive lachrymation, conjunctiva insensible to 
touch, lactation suspended. She was left well on 
previous evening and found down in morning. 
Treated as for milk fever at 10 a.m. Rose at 6 p.m. 

Case IV.—Half-bred Jersey cow, recently pur- 
chased, barren; fell in yard, semi-conscious. 
Treated as for milk fever. Rose four hours after- 
wards. 

_ Case V.—South Ham cross-bred cow, due to calve 
in a week, found in morning unable to rise. with 
symptoms of milk fever. No appearance of par- 
or milk fever. oimplete recovery. y 
right a week 
_ Case VI.—Cross-bred Shorthorn cow, two months 
incalf. Found recumbent in morning. Treated as 
for milk fever. Rose same evening. Relapse on 
following day. Treatment renewed. Rose again 
day after: followed by a bad attack of aeuliie 
_ Ihave selected the above cases particularly on o-. 
count of the different stages in gestation. A remark- 
able fact is that some of the cases which have come 
under my notice have been in barren cows. They 


have all been deep milkers, and in the majority of 
cases upon careful examination of the mammary 
gland I have detected some slight induration, vary- 
ing from the size of a walnut to an orange, and 
even sometimes involving a whole quarter, but 
seldom more than one. This condition of the mam- 
mary gland is often present in ordinary milk fever 
cases, but is not so easy to detect owing to the 
active state of the gland at the time of parturition. 
The treatment adopted has been the usual in- 
jection of the udder and internal treatment as in 
milk fever. 
The success of the treatment adopted proves it 
to be an infection purely of the udder, as previous 
treatment without the injection resulted in many 
fatalities. 
This disease has existed in my practice for some 
years, but has never been so prevalent as during 
the present one, a fact which I attribute largely to 
the excess of keep this season, which has always 
proved a large factor in the prevalence of milk fever 
in previous years. 

Epwakp R. Symtrue, M.R.C.V.S. 
Falmouth. 


PROLONGED EVERSION OF THE UTERUS. 


On Saturday morning, 3lst August, 1907, I was 
called to a farm a few miles off to see acow. When 
I arrived I found the patient, a seven-year-old Ayr- 
shire cow, with the whole of the uterus everted and 
part of the placenta adhering to it. I learned on 
making enquiry that the cow had calved in a field 
during the night, and on endeavouring to expel the 
placenta, bad extruded the uterus. She was dis- 
covered in this condition in the morning. After 
being made to rise, she was driven a considerable 
distance to the steading, with the womb hanging 
over her hocks, no precautions being used, and put 
in a shed where I found her lying. The uterus was 
enormously enlarged, congested, and discoloured, 
and lying on the litter. 

I removed the placenta, carefully cleansed the 
uterus, smeared it with antiseptics, and, not without 
considerable difficulty, returned the organ, taking 
the double precautions of stitching the lips of the 
vulva and putting on atruss. I then administer 
a large dose of sedative medicine, and left, promising 
to look back in the evening, but feeling rather 
doubtful as to the result. 

When I returned I found the patient looking round 
for food and little the worse of her experience, with 
a temperature of 102°5°. In short, she made an 
uninterrupted recovery, the uterus having bee! 
everted between six and seven hours. 

When we consider the delicacy of the organ and 
the serious consequences of injury to it (as We 
know who remove a difficult placenta now a0 
again ), the case I have mentioned seems wort 
noting as an example of what the uterus, under 
some conditions, may withstand. 

Joun M.R.C.V-5. 


Rutherglen. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


PANCREAS CONCRETIONS.—By ARTHUR SCHENNERT 
and RoBerT BEeRGHOLZ. 


In animals, and especially in the cow, pancreatic 
concretions have not unfrequently been noticed. 
The greater number are composed of carbonate and 
phosphate of calcium with an intermixture of 
organic substances (fat, protein, cholesterin, pig- 
ments, etc.); the smaller number show a pre- 
ponderance of organic constituents with traces 
of carbonate and phosphate of calcium. One can 
therefore describe anorganic and organic pancreas 
stones. 

Three cases of anorganic pancreas concretions 
are recorded. 

1. This pancreas was like a skin sac filled with 
firm masses in which only a small proportion 
of gland substance was preserved. The contents 
consisted of gritty masses and concretions varying 
in size from a grain of sand to a hazel nut. The 
colour of these was pure white, the form mostly a 
tetrahedron with rounded edges and corners. Sur- 
faces polished smooth. | Section showed a firm 
nucleus and concentric rings. Analysis showed 
almost exclusively carbonate of calcium with a 
small mixture of phosphate of calcium and ad- 
hesive substance and fat. 
_ 2. Two stones from a cow’s pancreas were round 
In form with rough surfaces. Weight 1-02 g. 
Chiefly calcium carbonate. 

3. The concretions found chiefly in the exits 
from the pancreas. Yellowish red appearance 
and small, hard, angular structures. Eleven 
examined stones weighed 0-3g. Only calcium 
carbonate present. The reddish material not made 
out; iron was not present. 

The causes of pancreas concretions are not 
sufficiently known. At first there is doubtless in- 
flammation of the passages into the duodenum and 
their occlusion by swelling and arrest of secretion 
analogous to obstructive icterus. The same occurs 
in inflammation of the duodenum extending to the 
pancreas. 

Experimentally it has been proved by Pende 
that ligaturing causes destruction of the pancreatic 


tissue and stone formation.— Zeitschrift fiir Physio- 
hemie. G. M. 


Sxin 


Vallée bas communicated to the Academie des 
uy the result of his experiments with tuber- 
in on the skin. If the scarification is as deep 
“S possible without fetching blood the reaction is 


Intense and a ~ 4 
from 10-90 i like warty tubercle and lasts 


Vallée also confirms Wolf-Eisner’s observation 
that a trace of dilute tuberculin placed upon the 
conjunctiva of a tuberculous subject, horse or ox, 
produces a marked ocular reaction in 12-24 hours, 
slight ptosis, epiphorism, cedema, congestion and 
sometimes ecchymosis of the conjunctiva. But as 
a diagnostic test itis not very valuable owing to the 
generality of the symptoms. 

Calmette referring to this proceeding in the 
human being extols it on account of its transitory 
and harmless nature, all symptoms disappear in 36 
hours at the outside. 

Dufour reports to the Société Méd. des Hopitaux, 
the results of 20 experiments on children, and he 
considers the cutaneous use of tuberculin an 
absolutely reliable diagnostic. 

Sicard, however, said that he had obtained posi- 

tive and negative results indifferently on both healthy 
and tuberculous subjects. 
Arloing reports to the Soc. de Biol. the results of 
experiments on 19 tuberculous and 9 control 
animals of different kinds, and considers that the 
reaction is due to the glycerine and is not diagnostic, 
but the question wants more attention as there 
seems to be some sort of reliable action.—La. 
Semaine. Med. 


PERSISTENCE OF RABID VIRUS. 


Remlinger has been investigating the persistence 
of th2 virus in cases of rabies that have recovered. 
The spontaneous recovery of rabies is not an un- 
known fact, for Pasteur, Roux, and Babes have all 
reported such cases both from the laboratory disease 
as well as from ordinary cases. 

Remlinger inoculated a dog with standard virus, 
under the skin of the abdomen, on 18th August, 
1906, and with a second dose in the anterior cham- 
ber of the eye on the 27th September following ; 
the first symptoms of the disease appeared on the 
23rd October, and by the 5th November the animal 
was considered to have completely recovered. The 


existence of the disease was proved by control rab- 


bits, which animals were also used to test the viru- 


lence of the saliva, which was obtained from the 
dog by means of cotton tampons moistened with 
sterilised water. 
quite five days after the disappearance of every 
symptom of the disease, for two rabbits inoculated 
on the 10th November died of rabies on the 61st 
day, while others inoculated later than the 10th 
either survived or died of other causes. 
firms Nocard and Roux observations, and has an 
important bearing on the sanitary aspect of rabies, 
for a dog may have been affected, and after a time 
return apparently all right and yet be capable of 
causing the disease.—Rec. de Méd. Vét. 


The saliva remained virulent for 


This con- 


FE. E. P. 


site will react again if a few weeks intervene 
the operations. 

da “ subcutaneous injection of tuberculin a few 
YS previous does not prevent a reaction, for in 


oo which gave a marked reaction, the 


The Government of India have permitted Colonel 


J. W. A. Morgan, Inspector-General, Indian Civil 
Veterinary Department, to retire with effect from the 
17th July, and have selected Major H. T. Pease, Princi- 
pal of the Punjab Veterinary College, to succeed him. 


In test had previously reacted well. 


—The Times of India. 
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VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


A general meeting was held at 8 p.m. on the 27th 
Aug. in the Veterinary College of Ireland, Shelbourne 
Road, Dublin. The following members were present : 
Professors Craig and O'Connor; Messrs. M. Hedley, 
J. Holland, Chas. Allen, F. A. Heney, John T. Healy, 
J. D. Richardson, John Loughran, M. Purcell, B. J. 
Mahony, F. J. Ross, J.B. Dunlop, A.C Duncan, M. 
Barlow, E. C. Winter, W. H. Wilkinson, M. J. Cleary, 
J. H. Carr, L. M. Magee, Chas. Rea, W. H. Bradley, 
Wm. Cargill Patrick, R.H. Holmes, A.V.C.; J. A. 
Hewson, Falkner C. Mason, P. J. Howard, J. J. Vahey, 
E. Wallis Hoare, and Jas. McKenny, Hon. Sec. Visitors: 
M P. Walsh, A.V.C.; E. G. Devine, A.V.C.; E. P. 
Hearne, AV.C. ; Frank W. Garnett, R. C. Tennant, 
J. W. O'Kelly, A.V.C. ; J. M. Winckworth ; D. T. Mit- 
chell, D. Kehoe, G. H. Locke, W. F. Houston, and 
C. F. Parsons. 

The following —_ ised for non-attendance: Prof. 
Wooldridge, Col. Steele, Capt. Pallin, Messrs. F. W. 
Taylor, J. Preston, J. H. H. Peard, G. Newsom, A. 
Dobbyn, J. H. Pierce, J. Moir, A. F. Walsh, W. P. 
Cushnahan, W. Chambers, W. E. Elkins, J. H. Norris, 
F. McGuinness, D. Hamilton, 8. R. Thompson, R. W. 
Flannery, W. W. Lloyd, J. R. Lewis, and A.J. Moffatt. 

Mr. James M‘Kenny (Hon. Sec.). in opening the pro- 
ceedings, announced that their president was absent on 
the Continent. In his absence, by the rules of their 
Association, one of the vice-presidents should take the 
chair. Unfortunately there was none of the vice- 
presidents there, and he had, therefore, much pleasure 
in proposing that Mr. Matthew Hedley, one of their 
members, should take the chair. 

Prof. Cratc seconded, upon which the resolution was 
passed unanimously, and Mr. Hedley took the chair 
amidst applause. 

The minutes of the last meeting were unanimously 
passed as read. 

A ballot was then taken for the election of three 
gentlemen—Adam Hodgins, A.V.D., Aldershot; Andrew 
Watson, Dublin; G. P. Richardson, Crumlin Co., 
Dublin. The Chairman announced that they had been 
unanimously elected. 


Report or Councit. 


Mr. Chairman and gentlemen,—Since our last meeting 
your Council have had under their consideration the 
various matters referred to them by you, and we now 
re outcome of our deliberations. 

e Committee, consisting of Prof. Mettam, Messrs. 
Hedley, Lambert, and McKenny, waited on Bir eke 
Ross, of Bladensburg, relative to the assistanee of 
veterinarians in the prevention of cruelty to animals 
and punishment of those committing such offences, 

The Committee set forth the inadvisability of asking 
constables to give expert evidence on matters pertain- 
ing to supposed or real cases of cruelty to animals. and 
that such scientific evidence should be obtained only 
from qualified members of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons, otherwise persons innocent of the crime 
of causing pain to animals would be subjected to being 
wrongly punished : also that placing constables in such 
a false position was calculated to injure their good re- 
pute, inasmuch as on cross-examination their direct 
evidence would be impugned by their admission that 
they had no qualification which entitled them to make 
the statements they had made relative to pain. It was 
shown in one particular case that a constable in his 
direct evidence stated that the horse was sufferin from 
a ~—— raw wound, and that the collar was pressing on 
it, which caused the animal much pain, as it was worked 


in this state, but on being cross-examined he admitted 


he might be wrong in that statement, and it was proved 
by the evidence of six veterinarians that the so-called 
large raw wound was a small skin abrasion covered with 
an old scab ; the case vas dismissed. We expressed 
our ny paee | with the authorities in dealing with real 
cases of cruelty to animals, and stated that the London 
Metropolitan Police called in veterinarians previous to 
prosecuting offenders, and suggested that the Dublin 
Police should act in a similar manner, also that the 
Dublin veterinary practitioners would examine at their 
establishments such cases and give certificates free of 
charge, but of conrse would charge a small fee if they 
had to attend in court. The Chief Commissioner 
thanked the deputation, and stated he would make en- 
quiries as to the manner in which these cases were dealt 
with in London, and as far as possible would meet with 
the wishes expressed by the deputation. 

Your Council draw your special attention to a fund 
that is being raised by members of the Profession to give 
some tangible expression of gratitude to a colleague 
who for many years has worked hard and well in ad- 
vancing the profession. “Hunting” is a name well 
known to all of us, and the monument of good work he 
has raised for our benefit should indelibly print his 
name on our hearts. Itisa name that will live and his 
praises will be sung by those yet unborn. Gentlemen, 
your Council, with full confidence, are satistied each of 
you will suitably respond not only with your subscrip- 
tions to the “Hunting” Testimonial Fund, but also 
will use your influence in advancing same. We feel 
sure that the recipient of our token of respect would 
value more a long list of names of subscribers than the 
amount collected or the form the honour conferred on 
him may take. We need scarcely mention to you that 
Mr. Hunting for the past twenty years was Editor of 
The Veterinary Record and Honorary Secretary of the 
National Veterinary Association for the last ten years, 
nor will I give you a long detailed list of the subjects 
to which he applied his abilities—in an indefatigable, 
energetic, and successful manner in the interests of the 
profession relating to social, political, scientific and 
commercial matters, and doubtless you are aware of his 
many years of untiring and ceaseless efforts in for- 
warding our advancement in the above. 

It is sufficient for us to state that in our opinion Mr. 
Hunting, regardless of personal interest, in the above 
important capacities on all sions within his power, 
with pen and voice, used hi# Skill and knowledge to 
advance the interests of the profession, and we hold him 
to be one of its noblest living benefactors. 

The “ Hunting Testimonial Committee” is composed 
of the following gentlemen: Sir John M‘Fadyean, Prof. 
McCall, Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Col. Smith, and 
Messrs. Joseph Abson, H. Gray, J. McKenny, W. J: 
Mulvey, F. W. Wragg, R. Trigger, T. A. Dollar, W.T. 
Bower, A. W. Mason, J. F. Simpson, and Jno. Mal- 
colm. Mr. Abson was elected Chairman, and Mr. 
Malcolm Secretary. Any of the above will receive sub- 
scriptions. 

In reference to the complaint made against a member 
of the R.C.V.S. for advertising, he apologised to the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. and same was accepted, but he 
received a caution, and it is to be hoped he will not re 
peat the offence. 

The Council of the R.C.V.S. considered our complaint 
against another veterinarian and were of opinion that! 
would not be advisable to act in the matter of his “nl 
ing on his entrance door that his fee was two shillings 
and sixpence for consultation. 

A veterinarian wrote stating that a gentleman wh? 
name he gave had engaged an ex-coachman, and pal 
him a fee of ten shillings for examining a horse at Mul: 
lingar fair on the 8th April, 1907. Your Secretary w10% 


to the gentleman, who replied denying that he 
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AN UNUSUAL FOSTER-MOTHER, 
To illustrate note by Mr. A. Levie, F.R.C. VS. 
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TWO SNAPSHOTS AT THE NATIONAL MEETING. 


(Eastern Counties Association Excursion). 


4, 1907. 
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bought a horse at that fair. The letters were marked 
read. 

A letter was received by Mr. Gregg, Belfast, from a 
Member of Parliament re Veterinary Parliamentary Re- 
presentatives which was sent by him to your Secretary. 
The letter was as follows :-— 


House of Commons, London, 
2ist June, 1907. 
Dear Mr. Gregg, 

I am in receipt of your favour dated the 19th instant, 
and note itscontents. I am quite sure that the interests 
of the North of lreland V.M.A. could be amply looked 
after in this House by any member who could 4 got to 
interest himself in their cause. If you think of asking 
me to assist in this direction I shall only be too happy 
todo so. With kind regards, yours sincerely, 


Your Secretary was instructed to inquire if the M.P. 
would allow the letter to be submitted to a private Com- 
mittee of the R.C.V.S., and he replied stating he was 
quite willing that the letter be considered by them. 

No doubt you are all aware of the sad fact that since 
our last meeting one of our oldest and most esteemed 
members, William Pallin, of Athgarvan Lodge, Curragh, 
has passed away. 

At the first meeting of your Council after the sad 
event it was resolved that our President (Prof. Mettam) 
write a suitable letter of condolence to the widow of the 
deceased expressing our sincere sympathy with her in 
her great bereavement. 

The CHATRMAN said that before proceeding with the 
business of that evening he would like to remind them 
that since their last meeting a member of that Associa- 
tion had passed away. He thought that it would be the 
wish of the members present and of the members who 
were not present that an occasion like that should not 
pass without some reference to the death of their late 
colleague Mr. Pallin. They knew very well, many of 
them even better than he (the speaker) did, that Mr. 
Pallin had held a prominent position both professionally 
and otherwise in Ireland. Knowing this it would be 
like an endeavour to “ paint the lily ” to say anything of 

him ; but there was this, that it was felt by a great 
many of their members that in Mr. Pallin they had a 
man who had a great wish for the well-being of the pro- 
fession. He had a multiplicity of other duties to attend 
to that did not admit ofjhim giving the whole hearted 
attention to professional affairs he would wish. What, 
however, he could not do in this way he did with his 
purse, and that was a method of help which they could 
not ignore. There were probably gentlemen who did 
not agree with Mr. Pallin in professional matters and 
other things. It mattered not what these were, death 
had put a stop to them. He (the Chairman) regretted 
that they had lost their friend, and the only thing that 
was left for them to do was to express in the most feel- 
ing terms that could be their sincere condolence with 
his widow and family. They did that in the belief that 
the members of the profession would readily assent to 
such a course. He did not think that there was one 
there who would say that they were doing wrongly. 

(Hear, hear.) 

he first business was the report of the Council. He 
would like to say that this touched upon really three 
matters. The first of these matters was that some tiie 
ag0—at their last meeting—it was decided that a com- 
mittee of the Council should wait upon the Chief Com- 
mussioner of the Dublin Metropolitan Police, and try to 
see if some arrangement could not be made by which 
conflicts in the public courts between constables and 
members of the profession would be avoided. A con- 
stable would sometimes go up and give his opinionin a 
a when addressing the court, which would be accept- 
*d against that of a member of the profession, as one 
man against another, ignoring the fact that one was a 


layman and the other a professional man. That was not 
dignified either for the constable or the veterinary sur- 
geon. The outcome of this was that they decided to 
wait upon the Commissioner. He promised to look 
into the matter and communicate with the Council. Up 
to the present time the communication had not been 
received. The Commissioner, however, showed a wil- 
lingness to meet them. The offer made to him on be- 
half of the members of the profession in Dublin was that 
in cases where the constable thought a prosecution 
should take place, the nearest veterinary surgeon to the 
place where the case arose was willing to express his 
opinion and let them know what he thought about the 
case, . If it was clear to him that it was not a case for 
the court, he would then embody his opinion in a report 
to the Commissioner. If the case was one for court it 
would not then be built upon a layman’s opinion. The 
next point was that the Council of the Association sent 
forward three cases to the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons with a view to taking some steps to stop the 
matter complained of. In two of these cases the Regis- 
trar of the College announced that apologies had been 
received. So far this was satisfactory. They would see 
how far it went. In the other case there was not suffi- 
cient matter submitted to warrant any direct action 
being taken. That case was still under view. As soon 
as anything further occurred that supported the Associa- 
tion m taking any further step this would be taken. 

The second point in connection with the report was 
in reference to Mr. Hunting. They were all aware that 
a period of time had come now when Zhe Veterinary 
Record had lived a long time, nearly twenty years. Mr. 
Hunting had now accepted an official appointment that 
involved some rearrangement of the Editorship, and it 
was thought desirable that a testimonial should be pre- 
sented to him. Amongst those who were appointed to 
receive subscriptions for this was the Secretary of their 
Association. There were two other persons in Ireland 
who were entitled to receive subscriptions and transmit 
them to the Committee who were looking after the testi- 
monial. He (the speaker) did not think that it was 
necessary for him at that time of day to eulogise Mr. 
Hunting. His name was sufficient to recommend him 
to the good will—-the tangible good will of that Associa- 
tion—as well as of every other Association in the United 
Kingdom. (Applause.) 

The next point was the papers. For the purpose of 
saving an hour which it would have taken to read them 
over, the Association had them printed and circulated. 
He presumed that not only had the members got them, 
but had read them and were prepared to speak upon 
them. He was glad to see that some one was in opposi- 
tion. (Applause.) 

Mr. Garnett, of the Lancashire Veterinary Medical 
Association, here apologised to the Secretary for not 
having answered his letter of invitation to the meeting. 
He had laid it on one side and had forgotten all about 
it. Hehad, therefore, come over unofficially to attend 
the meeting. (Applause.) 


An ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE. 


(The papers by Mr. E. Wallis Hoare and Mr. M‘Kenny 
appeared in the issue of August 24th, pp. 122 et seg.) 


Mr. Mason expressed his views at considerable cenaet, 
the following being a condensed report of his remarks. 

While not absolutely opposed to an annual registra- 
tion fee, he thought that reform in the constitution of 
the Council should be antecedent to any increase of 
power being placed in their hands. 

He thought that a closer union should be brought 
about between the schools and the profession, the 
former being given direct representation on the Council 
and the profession given control of the teaching institu- 
tions. 

Instead of establishing a museum and library in 


e 
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London, one for each of the Colleges would be needed, 
while scholarships, bursaries, endowments for chairs, 
ete. wonld be proper objects on which to spend the in- 
come of the R.C.V.S. 

He considered much of the talk of dangers from 
quackery to be in some, cases merely foolish, in others 
inconsistent and in others absolutely dishonest. 

The profession as a whole had shown remarkable 
cowardice, persecuting the weak when apparently 
offending against the laws affecting the profession, but 
refraining from any action when a person of sharp 
tongue or influential position was the culprit. He 
instanced two cases, one where according to the papers 
last week two Irish veterinarians allowed their names 
to appear as hon. veterinary surgeons ata provineial 
agricultural show together with a third person, also de- 
scribed as hon. veterinary surgeon, whose name Is not on 
the Register of veterinary surgeons. 

ln another case certain veterinary surgeons cham- 
pioned the cause of a legally unqualified person when 
seeking a public appointment in opposition toa Mem- 
ber of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

He did not think there was need to spend much 
money on suppressing “quackery ” all that was neces- 
sary being to improve the profession itself education- 
ally, and the general public are wise enough to prefer a 
man with the academic hall mark, especially if he also 
possesses clinical experience and skill. 

Mr. Howarp said that with a good deal of what Mr. 
Mason had said he was entirely in accord. With regard 
to the matter which Mr. Mason had “trotted out” of the 
members who had the courage of their convictions to 
champion a cause in which they believed he (the 
speaker) thought that that matter was one of those of 
which the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons had 
more need to be ashamed of than anything they had 
done for along time. If the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons and the members of the veterinary pro- 
fession wanted to pose—as they should do—as ascientific 
body, they at least ought to have the pluck to take up 
the stand which every scientific body had adopted at 
the present day, that was to recognise the right of any- 
one who washed to qualify as a member of that pro- 
fession. (Applause). He would strongly advocate that 
if they were going to provide fees to be at the disposal 
of their executive body of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons, that one of the first clauses in any new 
Act should be the provision of the right of every woman 
tu become a Member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. He had already signified his intention of 
paying the annual guinea, but he must say that he would 

ike to pay it with reservations. As Mr. Mason had said 

the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons was very 
badly in need of new life in its ranks. He (the speaker) 
would not mind if part of their £3,000 to be subscribed 
was devoted towards superanuating some of the mem- 
bers of the present board. (Laughter.) He would like 
to know definitely from somebody who might be there 
to represent the other side, what benefit Ireland was 

going to get from this thing? After all, they were a 

separate entity in everything. (Hear, hear.) As for 

him living in the “ Wilds of the West ”_(langhter)—he 

did not see what great benefit he was going to get ifa 

museum were erected in Red Lion Square. (Laughter.) 

As regards the library also he did not see that he would 

pet much fi were going to have a 

ibrary and museum he thought th; j . 
shoal have it in Dublin of 

on. ear, hear.) He would be satisfie 

guinea provided that the funds derived 

least portions of them, were ear-marked for the benefit 

of the members of the profession in Ireland. At present 
anything that the members of the profession in Ireland 
got was purely on suffrage and only by the courtesy of 
| the members of the profession in England, What repre- 


instead of erecting it in Lon-|h 


sentation had the Irish members on the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons? They could 
only get on it through the courtesy of the English 
members. He would say that there should be some 
clause by which Ireland could claim some representation 
on the board of government. (Hear, hear.) He did not 
know by what means that representation could be 
managed ; whether it would be that the societies inter- 
ested in Ireland would have any right to elect so many 
members. There should, however, be some way by 
which Ireland could get the representation to which she 
was entitled. Some might express disapproval of a 
certain attack made by Mr. Mason. The person was one 
who had been shockingly treated by the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr. WINTER said he was in favour of the subscription 
to the funds, but with Mr. Howard he wanted to know 
what they were going to get in return for it. He had 
no objection to pay it, but he would like to know what 
they were going to get for it in this country. They 
were simply asked to make a bald statement as to 
whether they objected to pay it or not, by the circular 
sent out tothem. Some of the matters brought in by 
Messrs. Mason and Howard were altogether outside the 
question. It would be taxation without representation, 
as usual, the payment of this guinea. 

Prof. Crate declared he was in favour of the annual 
registration fee, because he considered that it was the 
only practical means of providing the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons with the funds necessary for pro- 
tecting and promoting the welfare of the veterinary pro- 
fession. A great deal could be done in the way of re 
moving many an obstacle in the way of veterinary prac- 
titioners if the College had the necessary funds to deal 
with them. He thought that it was simply scandal- 
ous the way in which quacks were allowed to treat 
animals both externally and internally with their horri- 
ble remedies, inflicting unnecessary suffering upon them. 

uacks who treated human patients could not carry 
their quackery to the same length as those who treated 
animals, simply because the human patient would not 
allow it. The poor dumb animals had to submit to all 
sorts of treatment without having any redress. ‘The 
mere expression of the term “veterinary” should not 
allow a man to carry on such nefarious practices. There 
were many other things to which the College might 
direct their attention with regard toreform. The most 
practical way of aiding them would be to subscribe the 
necessary funds, and members of the profession should 
dothat. What was good for the members of the pro- 
fession as a body, was good for them in Ireland. If the 
profession were catered for, they in Ireland would 
benefit also. (Applause). 

Mr. Duntop professed his willingness to subscribe if 
there were any protection to the profession. He would 
like to know what the nature of the protection was. 
(Hear, hear.) They sometimes complained very muc 
of quackery. As long as quackery was designated a8 
such and committed no cruelty, it was very hard to put 
it down in a free country. The veterinary surgeovs . 
were very much to blame themselves in encouraging 
quackery. Sometimes they went to visit a case and rat 
up enormous bills when there was no necessity for 1 
and they lost money by that means. If they studied 
the interests of their employer and showed that they 
could do better than the quack the farmers in thelr 
own interests would employ them. He remember 
earing of a case in which a very clever man who was @ 
quack and had only attended one year at College, 
Speaking to a qualified man this quack said he ba 
another examination to pass yet. When asked_ which, 
he answered, “I have to pass the public.” If they 
studied the interests of the public more they would sup” 
press quackery. Often veterinary surgeons went 


make a post-mortem examination for their own in!0r 
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mation and charged two guineas for opening a cow. 
The poor farmers could not afford to pay for it. With 
regard to Mr. Mason’s remarks they were outside the 
subject. He (the speaker) might be digressing a little 
himself, but at the same time he was speaking to the 
point of quackery. No people suffered so much from 
quackery as they, but at the same time he did not 
believe in passing a law which would prevent a quack 
from practising or a farmer from employing him. That 
would be going too far. They should show the farmers 
that it was to their interest to get the case treated by a 
wanneey surgeon. The veterinary profession was now 
very well educated, much better so than when he 
entered it over 50 years ago, and education had made 
them stronger every day. He did not agree with Mr. 
Mason that it should be improved. He thought that 
there was no difficulty with quackery as long as the 
veterinary surgeon did his duty. They very often saw 
cases decided in the Dublin courts in which there was 
cruelty toan animal. He believed that veterinary sur- 
geons were the proper authorities to attend the inspec- 
tion of animals. He did not think that medical men 
should attend it at all. Quackery should be put down 
by the veterinrry surgeon showing to the farmer that 
he was the best surgeon. He did not know that he had 
anything more to say. He had retired from the pro- 
fession altogether, and did not know that he had any 
right to speak. (Applause.) 

Mr. HOLLAND was sorry to confess that he had not 
read the essays and consequently could not say any- 
thing about them. With regard to Mr. Dunlop’s re- 
marks he (the speaker) thought that they had many 
things to contend with now that they had not then. 
In about twelve years time the benches in that room 
wou'd be emptier than they were then. If they asked 
men who had grown up boys if they intended to put 
their sons in the veterinary profession, the answer 
usually received was “certainly not; the veterinary 
profession will be a failure ina short time.” Veterinary 
men now would not compound medicine. The other 
day he sent his boy for some small thing, with great 
reluctance--for he still compounded himself—to the 
chemists, who were very busy at the time. Some one 
came into the shop about a dog :— 

The Chemist: Oh yes ; has he got that symptom, and 
this symptom ?—Yes. 
_ The Chemist : Come in in half-an-hour, and I’ll have 
it for you. (Laughter.) 

_ Continuing, Mr. Holland said that if Mr. Dunlop was 
in practice at the present time he would hold different 
views. He (the speaker) at once answered the Royal 
College that he would subscribe even though he had not 
read the essay. He had put a local paper on one side 
which he intended to bring up to show to the meeting 
on the subject of quackery. He would subscribe if it 
Were not for any other reason than to keep the veteri- 
hary profession from becoming extinct. He would not 
Pay one but five guineas at the present time. 
tie Heats said that by all means he would subscribe 
W € funds of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
a “4 he went to see the College it was a treat to 
ol Was one of the best institutions that the pro- 
Colle ossensed. Baxter and the knowledge of the 
the i should be sent down to try and cure some of 
“4 mens that were there. (Laughter.) 
thet boat said that he had carefully read the papers 
wat had been circulated amongst th b d had 
istened to the discussi af 
hat nothin and he was still of opinion 
fee, He md ad been said yet against the registration 
that h ‘ strongly in favour of it and the reason 
at he held this Opinion was that 
quired in presery; as that more money was re- 
ng the ranks of the profession against 


quacks, and I 
upon against other authorities taking 


geons alone possessed, namely, the right of granting 

diplomas for the practice of veterinary medical sur- 

gery. For these purposes money was required and if 

more money was not obtained it seemed likely that the 

profession would become defunct in a short time. It 

would be eaten 7 by neighbouring professions. The 


other reason that he laid weight upon was that the Royal 
College would be able to stimulate education amongst 
members of the profession if it had more money at its 
command. It would do so by offering prizes or bur- 
saries such as Mr. M‘Kenny had suggested in his paper. 
It would be able also to give money for the foundation 
of chairs in important branches of veterinary work. As 
for the formation or extension of a museum, he was quite 
sure that such a thing was of very great value. It 
would be of great service to a teaching institution. He 
thought, however, that if a fund were raised for the 
purpose of maintaining a library and museum, that they 
should be dispersed amongst the Colleges and should 
for the convenience and at the command of members 
of the profession. Many members had not seen and 
were not likely to see the library and museum at Red 
Lion Square. It would not be of service to them to 
pay an annual registration fee for the maintenance of 
these two things. If it were for the honour and glory of 
showing to members of other professions their library 
and museum, containing the various works that had 

been produced by members of the veterinary profession, 

he for one would not subscribe to it, as he did not see 

the real practical benefit of it. Mr. Mason had given 

some reasons which he adduced as being against the 

annual registration fee, or at any rate that would pre- 

vent him from subscribing to it, and he had also re- 

ferred to education, but being a member of the profess- 

ion he (Mr. Mason) had a say in the education of the 

prospective members of it. If this education was to be 

properly looked after, the College of which Mr. Mason 

was a member must have money at its back to look 

after it. That being the case he (the speaker) did not 

see how Mr. Mason could object to that means of ob- 

taining money for the purpose. (Applanse.) Messrs. 

Howard and Winter in their me had referred to 

representation, especially Irish representation. In 

neither papers did he see any mention as to payment of 

members of the Council. He thought that that ques- 

tion was raised at some English association not long 

ago and one gentleman, whom they all knew well, re- 

marked that the payment of the members of the Council 

would tend to lessen their dignity. He failed to see how 

it would do so. Irish representation was all very well. 

There was no one more in favour of Irish representa- 

tion than he was. It was, however, very hard to get 

men who had the time to spare to go to London four or 

five times a year. A couple of years ago they had a 

member for Ireland and when he went up for election he 

did not receive the support from that Association or the 

Irish members of the profession that he deserved. 

(Hear, hear.) He was aman from the West of Ireland. 

He (the speaker) was certain that in the new Act there 

would be a clause admitting lady surgeons to the pro- 

fession. He was altogether in favour of that. Mr. 

M‘Kenny—who he knew was a specialist in one direc- 

tion—in his remarks had said something about special- 

ists. He would like Mr. M‘Kenny to enlighten him as 

to how he would insert a clause into the new Act as re- 

gards specialists. 

The CHAIRMAN said that there was present tha‘ 

evening an English member who was very much interes- 

ted in the question. He had written a paper on the 

subject which had been largely discussed, and those 

present who “read, marked, and inwardly digested,” 

would know the name of Mr. Garnett—(Applause)—who 

had come over from Preston. It was only proper that 

they should give him an attentive hearing. 
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- Mr. Garnett thanked the members of the Associa- 
tion for the kindly welcome, and said that he might 
tell them that it had given him very great pleasure to 
be there that night. In his opinion the whole of that 
meeting had been absolutely unanimous from beginning 
to end with the exception of one member who gave 
every reason why they shou!d have more money, but 
did not give them the means to gain the reforms that 
he desired. The reforms that he desired could only be 
acquired by more money coming into the coffers of the 
cake. Therefore he claimed that Mr. Mason was, at the 
bottom, a supporter of the annual registration fee. One 
thing that struck him more than anything else that 
evening was the feeling of separation—-the division be- 
tween Lreland, Scotland, and England. There was no 
such division in the veterinary profession. It was all 
one body. They could not divide themselves ; they 
were too small to divide themselves, and if they did so 
they would fall at once. At the present time, under the 
present Charter, there was no reason why every member 
of the Council should not be an Irishman, and the Irish 
members could have as many representatives as they 
liked. As regards proportional representation, if they 
got that, London ar the Midland Counties would 
swallow up Ireland and Scotland entirely. Under that 
scheme each member of the Council would have to repre- 
sent a certain number of veterinary surgeons and this 
would hardly give a chance to those sparsely populated 
counties. As to the a of the annnal registration 
fee he had gone closely into it it, and he had found that 
practically since the four-years’ course had started the 
expense of conducting examinations since 1897 to 1907 
—had grown by about £500. In addition to this they 
must remember that there was a diminution in the 
number of students presenting themselves for examina- 
tion, and a decrease in the number going into the col- 
leges. He also found that if they took an average of 
ten years previous to that date and after, that the in- 
come of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons had, 
within a few pounds, decreased £600 a year; so that 
they had at any rate a leeway of nearly £1100 to pull 
up, before they could claim that they were in the same 
position as they were 20 years ago. Any headway that 
the College had made was simply due to its parsimony. 
lt redounded to the credit of the members of the Coun- 
cil that they should have taken such care of the financial 
stability of the College, and they should not be con- 
demned because they were poor, and their’s was a poor 
profession. Without funds they could do nothing. It 
was hopeless to look to get a new Act extending the 
benefits and privileges of the veterinary surgeon, if they 
had not the financial means at their back to carry out 
ga Charter which they possessed. (Loud ap- 
Mr. Hoare expressed his thanxs for th i 
reception they had accorded his paper. He ph: Se 
as Mr. Garnett had said, that the trend of the opposition 
had been in favour of the scheme. With regard to the 
opposition it might be summed up under four heads: 
first, what had the Council done ; second, what reforms 
were needed ; third, what benefits did they get in Ire- 
land ; and fourth, what about Irish representation? If 
they asked what had the Council done, that question 
bad been answered ; they had maintained the College 
with decreasing funds. The Council should not “ 
adversely criticised. With reference to reforms. if the 
asked what ones were required they could not tell =. 
As regards the benefits to be got in Ireland, as Mr. Gar- 
nett had remarked, he (the speaker) did not think the 
could separate Ireland from the other countries in that 
question. He did not think that it would be an advan- 
tage if there were more Irish representation on the 
he was going to suggest that something 
snou placed in the new Act which would enable 


arguments that Mr. Garnett had adduced he did not 
think that it would be feasible. As regards ladies as 
veterinary surgeons, he did not think that it would be 
very pleasant to have them in the profession—{applause) 
—having regard to their various whims and vagaries. 
Now with regard to Mr. Dunlop, it was very refreshing 
to hear his remarks, but he was not referring to the pre- 
sent day. Mr. Dunlop bad told them that in Ireland 
the veterinary surgeon ran up fees. He (the speaker) 
did not think that that was so, for the simple reason that 
owners of animals would not permit them to do so. 
With regard to the fees being too high, he did not think 
that that was so. In his district he would be very glad 
to get one guinea for a post-mortem instead of two. He 
was glad to hear Mr. Dunlop’s remarks upon quacks, 
because he did not think that: any veterinary surgeon 
could put them down. There was only one way to put 
them down and that was by law. One of the most im- 
portant parts of the new Act should be to strengthen 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons so that they 
could deal with the matter. Individual practitioners 
could not deal with the matter. With regard to the 
benefits of the museum, of course the practical benefits 
to Ireland of a museum in Red Lion Square were not 
many ; but they should recognise the College in Red 
Lion Square as being the head of the profession, and it 
should be worthy of the name in regard to a museum 

and library. The College should be up-to-date in all 

matters aqeneene to the veterinary profession. With 

regard to the expenses of members of the Council, that 

was an omission which he should have put in. It would 

be a very good idea if in any new Act the expenses of 

the members of the Council were put in. There were 

very few men who could afford to go over from Ireland 

to London without their expenses being paid. There 

was only one other remark he had to make, and that was 

that it was his firm idea that the meeting would come 

toa unanimous decision on the subject. 

Mr. M‘Kenny said that as he was listening to Mr. 
Hoare he felt that he would like to shake hands with 
him. They had come there to discuss an important 

uestion, and it was usual that when a paper was read 
that there were many objections to the information !t 
contained. On the present occasion he thought that he 
might say that with very few exceptions there were 00 
objections raised to the very important matters that 
were entered into. He would say that Mr. Mason's re- 
marks in opening the ball were more remarks of former 
grievances—aimed apparently at something that had 
passed. He (the speaker) did not, think that any of 
them were really to the point. Mr. Mason sa‘d that he 
had written an essay opposing the views of their papel 
but as he had failed to support the statement, in the 
speaker’s opinion, that was the greatest proof that be 
(Mr. Mason) was in favour of them. Mr. Howard had 
mentioned ladies—he was unmarried, and once they 
mentioned “lovely woman” he stooped to folly. (Loud 
laughter). Mr. Howard was most eloquent on soe 
occasions, and he sympathised with him in the feeling 
for the fair sex. But the question was would it be ad: 
visible to admit them? The Council of the Royal Co: 
lege considered that it would not. They might be wrov! 
but he did not think that if it went to a vote they f 
would get very strong opposition in the matter. A ce 
tain lady was having her way to a certain extent at the 
present moment and was, whether right or wrong, Pm | 
tising as a veterinary surgeon. He did not think tha! 
much could be said— ; f 

The CuarrMaN : I think that this matter might i 
left out of the discussion. ; 

Mr. M‘Kenny : [ really thought the same—(laughte! f 
and applause)—the subject was allowed to be introduc | 
and I thought that it was necessary to reply. ' 

The Cuairman : It is not necessary to reply to ever} 


more Irish representatives to be elected, but from the 


thing. 
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Continuing, Mr. M‘Kenny said that as regards th 


e| discussion of the two papers. They should not be 


museum and library, most scientific bodies were glad to | simply satisfied with hearing the papers with the replies 
have them. As regards the fees to be derived from the | theretu without expressing an opinion which would be 
registration he did not think for one moment that there | circulated amongst the rest of the members of the Asso- 
would be no advantage to Ireland. If it was to the ad-| ciation. He presumed that others who were not con- 
vantage of the profession they shared in that. It had|nected with that Association would, in the course of 
been said by Professor Craig that the library and|reading The Veterinary Record, the paper to which all 
museum should be divided. They heard that when a| their discussion were sent, see what their opinion was. 
house was divided it fell, and the speaker agreed with| He gathered that there was a feeling, a very strong 
the statement. They should be glad to have a grand | feeling, and he might say a unanimous | that in 
a 


library of which they should be proud. In any case it| the opinion of the members present the time 
would be some time before the scheme could be carried 


4 d come 
when a new Veterinary Act was necessary. That was 


out even if they had the money to do it. If he went/the first point. The next was that a registration fee of 
over to London he should be very glad to visit the|}one guinea should be paid annually. All the rest he 
museum if it was worth seeing. If they had a fine|left as detail, and he would put before the meeting a 
museum thrown open to the profession of all countries, | resolution which he would ask them to vote for. 
he thought that it would be a thing of which they| The following resolution was then put to the meeting 
should be proud. It would establish for them a prestige | and | ery unanimously :— 

“ bh 


which they had not got at the present time. It had 


at in the opinion of the Veterinary Medical Asso- 


been said that the specimens in the museum were decay-| ciation of Ireland a new Veterinary Surgeons Act is 
ing. The reason was that they had not got sufficient | necessary, one of the clauses in which should be an 
money to keep it up. As regards the Irish representa-| annual registration fee of one guinea.” 


tives, as far as his memory served him, no single Irish- 


The proceedings then concluded with a hearty vote 


man ever went up for election who was not elected, with | of thanks to the Chairman for presiding. 


the exception of recently a gentleman that they had on 


the Council for many years and unfortunately he could 


= oy attend, and he did not get in by a few 
votes. 

A Voice: What about Wm. Byrne, of Roscommon ? 

Mr. M‘Kenny: Perhaps I am wrong—that is the ex- 
ception. When they looked at the matter, at the pre- 
sent moment if any Irishman were asked he thought 
that there would be very few who would accept a seat 
on the Council. His friend Mr. Winter was on the 
Council, and no later than that day he told him that he 
certainly was at £100 loss per annum while on the Coun- 
cil. That was a very serious matter. If the Council 
could afford it it should certainly pay the members of 
the Council their expenses at least. (Applause.) That 
would be one very good reason why they should pay the 
registration fee. Mr. Dunlop had asked a very impor- 
tant question: What was to be done with the money ? 
Well, now, if their Council in the past had struggled to 

eep their heads above water with a reduced income, 
what could they not do if they had at their disposal 
£3,000 a year ? 
Mr. Duntop: I did not ask that question. I said I 
~ willing to subscribe. I do nct believe in putting 
own quackery by law. 1 believe that the veterinary 
surgeons shou d try to do better for the farmers. 

Mr. M‘Kenny said that Mr. Dunlop spoke of veteri- 
nary surgeons’ unnecessary visits to patients. There 
might be something in that, but personally for himself 
a bee paid a second visit if one would do, and 
rpm he was very hard set to live on the fees he got. 

aughter.) He certainly believed that the surgeon who 
y . unnecessary visits encouraged quackery, which if 
Mr, not pe down by law could not be put down. 

- Hollan very frankly said that he had not read the 
an Now others had perhaps not read them also ; 
— y they had not commented very much upon them. 

4 e ate Mr. Carr asked what about the speclalists. 
ject had been under discussion in their Society 
all a time, and in writing his paper he thought that 

em he had known were under discussion might 
—_ one at into it. In doing so he introduced a little 
races thet own which was not expressed before ; that 
2 a if the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
encoura cient money at their disposal that they might 
he inte ~ Specialists. That was the manner in which 

the subject. Of course if they had not got 

The (>, wey could not do it. (Applause). 


NORTH OF SCOTLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The half-yearly meeting was held on Saturday, 31st 
August, in the Agricultural Department, Marischai Col- 
lege, Aberdeen. The members present were Messrs. 
Howie, Alford ( President); Sievwright, Tarland; Mur- 
ray, Cullen ; Marsden, Banff; Bell, Fraserburg ; Mar- 
shall, Aberdeen ; Skinner, Old Meldrum. Apologies for 
absence were read from Messrs. Baxter, Elgin, Saeco 
tary); Gunn, Beauly; Thompson, Aberdeen; and Peddie, 
Dundee. 

In the absence of the Secretary, Mr. Skinner was 
appointed clerk of the meeting. 

he minutes of the former meeting were read and 
adopted. 

A letter from Mr. Malcolm, Birmingham, drawing the 
attention of the Society to the proposed testimonial to 
Mr. Hunting, the late editor of 7’he Veterinary Record, 
was read. The movement was cordially approved of, 
and the members present expressed their intention to 
subscribe their mite to the testimonial at the proper 
time. 


Nrew CHARTER AND REGISTRATION FEE. 


An animated and free discussion on this subject was 
engaged in. It was considered by all that the circular 
sent out by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
was a most vague and unsatisfactory document : that it 
was premature and hurried: that a draft of the proposed 
new Act should have been submitted to the profession 
before it was asked to say yes orno. A registration fee 
of £1 1s. per annum, it was considered, would be a 
grievous tax on one half of the profession which it 
would be little able to stand. 

Ultimately the following motion was proposed, se- 
conded and unanimously adopted, that—Until the 
R.C.V.S. could give a full account of their intentions 
regarding the disposal of such a large extra income, and 
sn ot to the profession a draft of the proposed new 
Charter, this Society should vote against the movement. 
Mr. Watson, Glenkindie and Strathdon, was proposed 
by Mr. McLauchlan Young (by a as a member of 
the Society. This was seconded by Mr. Sievwright, and 


© CHAIRMAN said th i ] d t 
and he qd; | said that they had heard the debate | UDanimously agreed to. 
with hot think that the members would go away 


The CHAIRMAN intimated to the members that the 
outcome of the paper on “ Veterinary Inspectors and 
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their Remuneration,” read by him at the January meet- 
ing had been most satisfactory. The Aberdeenshire 
Inspectors had met and formed a committee with 
powers to draw up a suitable scale of fees ; 
mitted the same to the County Clerk, and lad appointed 
a deputation of four to wait upon the County Council 
when called upon. He had to inform them that tke 
deputation were very kindly received by the County 
Council, and the scale of fees submitted had been adopted 
in every particular. 


Curonic TyMPANY AND ProrusE DIARRH@A IN 
CATTLE. 


The subject was ably opened by Mr. Sievwright, and 
taken part in by the alot the members. Mr. Siev- 
wright mentioned that there were many causes for those 
affections—functional, organic, parasitic and dietetic, 
and that in many of the cases submitted to veterinary 
surgeons a satisfactory issue was hopeless. He and 
others stated that they were quite certain that they had 
encountered cases of what is now known as Johne’s 
disease, as the post-mortem appearances tallied exactly 
with those described by Sir J * a M’Fadyean though the 
microscopic evidence was wanting. 

It was agreec that cases of diarrhoea due to tubercle 
or parasitic causes were incurable, but that those due to 
dietetic and functional disorders were amenable to treat- 
ment, but that even in those cases no hard and fast line 
of treatment could be laid down, but that every practi- 
tioner would have to adopt the treatment he found most 
successful. In one thing all were agreed—that small 
doses were of no use. If success were desired, full and 
large doses should be given. 

Chronic ponpeny was considered to be due either to 
foreign bodies in the stomach or large masses of tuber- 
cular growths pressing upon or surrounding the cesopha- 
gus, and thus preventing eructation. Most cases were 
considered unsatisfactory to client and practitioner, the 
only remedies being gastrotomy, tapping, and continual 
passing of the probang, and these in most cases gave 
only temporary relief. 

Mr. SKINNER exhibited a wonderful pair of splints 
which had been made and used by two old veterinary 
surgeons, both of whom are now no longer with us. 
During the operation of docking the knife or shears had 

slipped out of the operator’s hands and had fallen on 
the gastrocnemius tendon of the horse whereby he was 
completely hamstrung. The pair of splints shown had 
been the outcome of the effort made to complete a cure 
of the accident. It isa tribute to the solidity of the 
materials and the ingenuity of their application that a 
complete cure was effected. The splints were made of 
wood scooped out to fit the contour of the hind leg and 

rovided with straps placed so as to render the hock 
immovable and yet leave the wound free of access for 
dressing. 


ELEcTION oF Orrice BEARERs. 


President. Mr. PEppIg£ was proposed by Mr. Howi 
seconded by Mr. Sievwright. This was ‘aslo 
agreed to. 


Vice-Presidents. Mr. D. Morrison, New : 
unanimously appointed Senior Mr. 
Skinner, Old Meldrum, Junior Vice-President. 
Secretary and Treasurer. A letter from Mr. Baxter 
Elgin, was read in which he stated that he did not desire 
re-election. The President moved that the Societ 
should accord to Mr. Baxter a special vote of thanks for 
the faithful way in which he had carried on the work of 
the Society for the past seven years. This was cordial] 
given, and Mr. Baxter’s resignation accepted with pon 4 
Mr. Howler was unanimously appointed Secretary and 
Treasurer, on the motion of Mr, Seivwright, seconded by 


It was agreed that at next meeting the discussion 
would be on “ Diseases of the Udder and Teats.” 
This concluded the business, and the members ad- 


had sub-|journed to the Atheneum Restaurant, where they dined 


together, and thereafter spent a very agreeable and 


pleasant hour. 
Grorce 


Secretary and Treasurer. 


REPORTS OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON 
HUMAN AND ANIMAL TUBERCULOSIS. 


Dr. A. 8. Griffith’s report “ On the Pathogenic Effects 
of Bovine Viruses” forms the first of five volumes which 
record in detail the work done by different members of 
the scientific staff of the Royal Commission on Tubercu- 
losis at the farms and laboratories at Stanstead. Dr. 
Griffith had charge of the experimental work on bovine 
viruses which was carried out at the Walpole farm and 
kept strictly apart from that done on viruses of human 
origin at the neighbouring Royalcote farm. The main 
objects of the experiments described in the volume were 
(1) to provide a basis of comparison for the experiments 
with tubercle bacilli of human origin ; (2) to ascertain 
whether the different viruses obtained by the Commis- 
sion from naturally occurring bovine tuberculosis varied 
in virulence ; and (3) to test the susceptibility of different 
species of animals to the bovine tubercle bacillus. The 
material employed was obtained from 30 different 
bovine animals. The cases were representative of the 
ordinary forms of natural tuberculosis met with in the 
ox and included cases of severe general tuberculosis, 
slight general tuberculosis, and tuberculosis limited to 
certain glands. Dr. Griffith’s account of the experi- 
mental work is classified according as these bovine vir- 
uses were tested by inoculation or by feeding. The 
inoculation experiments are set out in the first portion 
of the volume, each virus having a chapter to itself, 
with its appropriate genealogical table showing the 
various animals which received doses of bacilli belonging 
to the virus in the course of the protracted series of ex- 
periments which were madeineach case. _ Inocnlations 
were made partly with emulsions of fresh tuberculous 
material, and partly with cultures obtained either direct 
from the original material or from one of the animals 
(usually a guinea-pig) which had been inoculated with 
the virus. The culture medium was pure serum, usually 
ox serum. 

Estimation of the dose of tubercle bacilli administered. 
—-Approximate estimation of the bacilli in the infective 
material administered was, of course, essential to the 
work. The method of estimating the number of bacilli 

resent in emulsions is described in detail by Dr. A. 

astwood in a preliminary chapter. The samples of 
emulsion were received in the laboratory in sealed test- 
tubes. A preliminary film is examined to see whether 
dilution with normal saline is desirable, a proceeding 
which in the case of tissue emulsions is rarely necessary. 
Five cubic millimetres are measured on to cover-slips by 
a Nabarro’s pipette. Each film is stained for at least 
20 minutes and after staining is discoloured by 25 Pe 
cent. HCl. Counting by the method described takes 
from 40 minutes to two Bron for each film. Dr. East- 
wood has found it nearly always practicable to count the 
bacilli when these occur in clumps : groups containing 
from 50 to 70 bacilli have been common, but groups co” 
taining more than 100 have been very rare. In the cat¢ 
of cultures the emulsified bacilli are centrifugalised and 
their bulk is measured. A cubic millimetre of centr 
fugalised bacilli is reckoned as equivalent to a mir 


Mr. Marsden. 


— of tubercle bacilli. In the case of serum-grow? 
cilli a cubic millimetre, according to Dr. Eastwoo 
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may be taken roughly as containing from 4,000 to 5,000 
millions. The great majority of culture inoculations 
have been far richer in bacilli than inoculations with 
even the largest dose of tissue emulsions. 

Results obtained by inoculation of bovine viruses.— 

The principal value of the large series of inoculation re- 
sults obtained with each bovine virus consists in pro- 
viding standards and contrasts with the results of cor- 
responding series obtained from human viruses, which 
Dr. L. Cobbett describes in the second of the volumes 
now issued by the Commission. These contrasts have 
been fully brought out in the Commission’s second re- 
port. Looking at the results of inoculation of bovine 
viruses by themselves it is seen that cultwres (whether 
from the original material or from lesions in animals 
inoculated with the original material) produced in calves 
when given in 50 milligramme doses general tuberculosis 
of all the organs and glands of the body. This general 
tuberculosis is usually of a very acute type, and in the 
greater proportion of instances kills the animals within 
50 days. Even five milligrammes of culture produced 
fatal general tuberculosis in a calf, although in one series 
of calves injected each with ten milligrammes, one case 
occured in which inoculation produced only a “ mini- 
mal” form of disease. The result of injections of emul- 
sions of tuberculous lesions, in which the dose of tubercle 
bacilli was much smaller than when cultures were em- 
co. was not dissimilar. Generalised disease was 
requentiy produced in bovines so inoculated. Instances 
are noted in which, when a “minimal” lesion was pro- 
duced in a calf by the injection of an emulsion, a viru- 
lent culture was afterwards obtained from this lesion. 
Injected into rabbits, cultures of the bovine bacillus 
@roduced general tuberculosis in doses of 0°1  milli- 
gramme ; emulsions always produced general tubercu- 
losis in whatever dose given. The contrast of these re- 
sults with the effect of the human virus on the rabbit is 
a point on which the Commission laid special stress in 
their second report. Other animals—pigs, goats, and 
monkeys, readily acquired general tuberculosis by inocu- 
lation with the bovine virus. Rats, on the other hand, 
were high'y refractory. 

Dr. Griffith draws attention to instances where a virus 
taken direct from calcareous and retrogressive bovine 
lesions produced very much less effect than the same 
virus after it has been passed through the body of the 
guinea-pig, although in each case the number of bacilli 
inoculated has been the same. 

Immunity experiment.—One of the calves inoculated 
with a tissue emulsion was made the subject of an im- 
munity experiment. This animal made an apparently 
complete recovery after inoculation, at the age of 15 
Weeks, with an emulsion from the tuberculous prescapu- 
lar gland of another calf, the dose being about 100,000 
tubercle bacilli. The calf was reinozulated 159 days 
ater with a large duse, 25 milligrammes, of culture from 

ovine material. After disturbances comparable to 
those produced by the inoculation of tuberculin into a 

uberculous animal the calf again recovered. Subse- 
— inoculations of 50, 100, and 229 milligrammes of 
ae (enormons doses) at intervals of 215, 481, and 
i rhe after the primary inoculation respectively pro- 
i = nothing more than a local swelling and transient 
onation of bacilli in milk.— A cow in which 
<a 9 tuberculosis was set up by inoculation of 
which ave of culture was ascertained to excrete milk 
* caused tuberculosis in guinea-pigs, although the 
sete normal to the naked eye. In this instance, 
oaly Griffith concludes from the results that 
with geal number of tubercle bacilli were excreted 
».W¢ milk, notwithstanding that the quantity of 


pe licirculating in the blood stream must have been 
*ptionally large, 


Results obtained by feeding with bovine viruses.—The 
feeding experiments made with bovine viruses des- 
cribed in the second part of the volume contain many 
points of interest. Dr. Griffith draws attention to 
various coditions which may influence the result of in- 
treducing tubercle bacilli in this way, particularly when 
the administration is effected by giving a single dose of 
infecting material. Among these are catarrh of the 
mucous membrane which, by hastening the expulsion of 
the intestinal contents, may result in the animal escap- 
ing infection ; and structural differences in the alimen- 
tary canal of different species of animals. Bacilli can be 
very readily absorbed from the alimentary tract in pigs, 
for example, but much less readily in guinea-pigs. As 
a whole, the experiments bring out certain facts as to 
susceptibilily of different species of animals which are 
confirmed by subcutaneous injection. The animals used 
in the investigation eould be classified into three groups : 
(1) animals in which the bovine virus, however small 
the dose, almost invariably gives rise to general pro- 
gressive tuberculosis —chimpanzee, baboon, rhesus 
monkey, lemur, rakbit, and guinea-pig ; (2) animals in 
which general progressive tuberculosis can be set up 
but where its occurrence depends upon the dose of the 
infecting agent and the age of the animal—pig, goat, 
calf, cat, and dog—-of these the young pig is the most 
susceptible and the adult dog the most resisiant ; (3) 
animals apparently insusceptible to tuberculosis by 
feeding—rats and fowls. 

The course of infection in feeding exyeriments.— 
This is a matter of great importance in its bearing on 
human tuberculosis, and Dr. Griffith points out that 
tubercle bacilli often have been found to pass through 
the pharyngeal or intestinal mucous membrane into the 
nearest glands, leaving no trace of their passage. 
Furthermore, “it has been conclusively shown that 
tubercle bacilli which have been ingested may within 
a very short time find their way into the lungs, where 
they set up tuberculous lesions ; pulmonary tubercu- 
losis so induced may or may not be accompanied by 
lesions in the mucous membrane of the alimentary 
tract. or glands in connection with it.” The bronchial 
glands were found almost invariably to become affected 
after the lungs ; in none of the experiments was there 
any evidence that the reverse had occurred. Different 
species of animals differ in regard to the anatomical 
lesions produced as a result of feeding with bovine 
tubercle bacilli. In the chimpanzee and various species 
of monkeys the mucous membrane of the alimentary 
tract is specially liable to infection and tuberculous 
ulceration ; the tonsils, though not so lable to infection 
as the intestines, were frequently attacked, and in 
several instances entirely destroyed by caseation. The 
associated lymphatic glands in the case of either in- 
fection always become enlarged and caseous and fre- 
quently suppurate. In pigs, on the other hand, the in- 
testinal mucous membrane often escapes infection ; 
when local lesions appear they are usually few and in- 
conspicuous. The tonsils and pharyngeal mucous mem- 
brane are more frequently affected than the intestines, 
and the glands in the neck are usually more extensively 
tuberculous than the glands of the mesentery. The 
bronchial and portal glands become tuberculous after 
the lungs and liver. In some pigs infection by feeding 
may be followed by a tuberculous pnenmonia, but in at 


least one instance Dr. Griffith is disposed to attribute 
this to accidental inhalation of the infecting material at 
the time when the pig wgs fed. Calves are much less 
susceptible to infection by feeding than are pigs: dogs 
are specially resistant, and when tuberculosis has been 
occasioned by feeding in dogs the lesions have usually 
been found in the lungs without apparent disease of 
the alimentary tract or glands in connnection with it. 
—The Lancet, 
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HOW ANTHRAX IS SPREAD. 


The question of disinfecting the materials in which 
the bacillus of anthrax is conveyed to the workers is 
being actively investigated at Bradford, and we may 
reasonably hope the success in this direction, by the use 
either of heat or of chemical agencies, will ultimately be 
attained, Dr. Eurich has found that a 1 per cent solu- 
tion of formaldehyde is an efficient disinfectant of bales 
opened under the liquid, and that this efficiency is not 
lost even when the liquid has been used three times. In 
the case of bales that had been steeped unopened, disin- 
fection was found to be imperfect on three occasions. 
The question derives much additional importance from 
an aspect of it to which attention has been called by Dr. 
J. Sinclair Holden, medical officer of health of the Mel- 
ford Rural District, who, in reference to the danger 
arising from a horse-hair workshop in his district, states 
that valuable cattle have died from anthrax in the im- 
mediate vicinity. Waste water from the works had 
been discharged through a drain into a brook which 
flows through meadows used for grazing. Between 
August, 1904, and May, 1905, four bullocks, one milch 
cow, and one colt having access to these meadows and 
to the brook died from anthrax ; and in November, 1905, 
a fifth bullock died from the same cause. The waste 
water was then conveyed to a pond within a walled in- 
closure, and it was found after a time not only that the 


water in this pond was abundantly infected with anthrax 
bacilli, but also that they had passed by percolation 
through soil to another pond on the other side of the 
wall. If we remember the experiments of Pasteur and 
the manner in which anthrax bacilli from buried car- 
cases were brought to the surface after a long period of 
time, presumably by earthworms, and communicated the 
disease to animals suffered to graze over the spot, we 
shall not view with equanimity the existence of such 
arrangements as those which Dr. Holden describes. At 
the place he mentions the waste water is now conveyed 
to pits sunk in the middle of a field with a subsoil of 
gravel, and is said all to be absorbed, but we cannot 
think it impossible that the bacilli with which it is 
loaded may still assert their presence, possibly at some 
comparatively distant place and in some unexpected and 
exceedingly unpleasant manner. We should be much 
inclined, before permitting the absorption of the subsoil, 
to add formaldehyde with a sufficiently liberal hand.— 


The Lancet. 


CoMPARATIVE OF SUMMARY RETURNS— 
Parasitic MANGE, IN IRELAND. 
1907 1906 1905 1904 


Outbreaks in August 7 6 10 «+16 
Eight months 63 67 153-140 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth (including Cases swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-]| Out- laugh- 
breaks| mals. }breaks| mals. breaks} mals. Dogs. | Other breaks, breaks. 
Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended Sept. 7 | 82 | 15 22 3 39 271 
19066 . | 13 19 8| 2 
Corresponding week in {180 oo 17 18 14 1 
1904 .. | 20 29 29| 65 4 7 39 
JT otal for 36 weeks, 1907 as ae § VEO | 1035 637 | 1458 419 | 1862 8766 
1906 .. | 633 | 927 771 | 1452 2 
orresponding period in 1905 .. | 682 933 875 | 1515 861 
1904 .. | 686 1085 1101 1958 1072 1003 4615 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Sept. 10. 1907. : 
IRELAND. Week ended Aug 31, | .. | .. | .. if ss 
‘ 1906 2 3 22 
orresponding Week in { 1905 3 6 4 2 =3 
1904 1 16 205 
Total for 35 weeks, 1907 » 3 4 | 8 | 190 109 | 1670 
Corresponding period in 1905 .. 3 5 16 138 157 
1904 .. 2 2q. 8 | 29 245 | 3004 


D i 
epartment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Sept. 5, 1907. 


Notr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only 
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Anthrax.—Veterinary Surgeon Convicted. 


A decision affecting the profession was given at the 
Knutsford (Cheshire) Petty Sessions on the 5th inst. 

The defendants in the case were Mr. John Norbury, 
M.R.C.V.S., Knutsford, and Mr. William Clarkson, a 
local farmer. 

The proceedings, which were instituted by the Chief 
Constable of Cheshire (Col. Hamersley), arose out of a 
case of anthrax on Mr. Clarkson’s farm and which Mr. 
Norbury attended in his professional capacity. 

The allegation against the farmer was that he failed 
to notify the police with #ll practical speed of the fact 
that he bad in his possession an animal affected with, 
or suspected of, anthrax ; and that against Mr. Norbury 
that he “unlawfully did deal with the carcase of a 
diseased, or suspected, animal in contravention of the 
Anthrax Order of 1899 by cutting the skin of the carcase 
of such animal.” 

Mr. Giles, solicitor, Chester, prosecuted, and Mr. New- 
man, solicitor, Manchester, represented Mr. Norbury. 
The farmer conducted his own case. 

In opening the case for the prosecution, Mr. Giles 
observed that the proceedings were taken under the 
Diseased Animals Act, 1894, which, so far as their wor- 
ships were concerned, practically meant that they were 
asked to administrate the Orders of the Board of Agri- 
culture and Fisheries, and it was under one of those 
orders the offence took place. If the defendants were 
found guilty of a breach of these Orders then they were 
liable in the first instance to a fine not exceeding £20. 

As regards Clarkson, the Order under which they 
proceeded was that of the Board of Agriculture, 1899, 
called “The Anthrax Order,” the wording of which was: 
“Every person having, or having had in his possession, 
or under his charge, a diseased or suspected animal, that 
is to say, an animal affected with or suspected of anthrax, 
shall with all practical speed give notice of the fact of 
the animal being so diseased or suspected to a constable 
of the police force for the police area wherein the animal 

was diseased or suspected.” The prosecution contended 
that Mr. Clarkson had an animal that was affected or 
suspected of anthrax, that he did not give notice with 
all practical speed ; in fact he never gave notice at all, 
except, of course, through his veterinary surgeon. The 
wording of the section which applied to Mr. Norbury 
was that “before a carcase is removed for burial or des- 
truction all.the natural openings thereof shall be effec- 
tually plugged with tow or some suitable material satu- 
tated with a strong solution of carbolie acid, or other 
suitable disinfectant. 1n no case shall the skin of the 
carcase be cut, nor shall anything be done to cause the 

effusion of blood except by or under the supervision of 

the veterinary inspector, and so far as may be necessar 
for the purpose of microscopical examination.” Well, 
the allegation was that Mr. orbury did cut the carcase 
and caused an effusion of blood, and he did so without 
auy order from the veterinary inspector. 
he facts were that Mr. Clarkson was informed on 
the morning of August 7th that a cow was dead in his 
eld, but the police did not hear about it until 3 p.m. on 

August 8th, when they were informed by Mr. Norbury 

Wr a cow lay in Mr. Clarkson’s field dead of anthrax. 

hen the police visited the field they found all the 
rel openings left as they were, that the left ear of 
animal had been removed, that blood was flowing 
re the ear, and that there were thousands of flies 
eeding upon the wound and the animal generally. The 
asked Mr. Clarkson how long it had been 
me ; but he replied that he did not know, but that it 
fon ound the previous day. He first knew of it about 
roclock in the afternoon. The sergeant asked why 
od ad not reported it before, as he must have suspect- 
anthrax at first, and so must Mr. Norbury, or why 


should he cut the ear? Mr. Giles said he was makinga 
point of that, because it was one of the things done in 
order to be quite certain it was a case of anthrax. To 
the sergeant Mr. Clarkson said he did not know what it 
had died of, but to make sure he sent for Mr. Norbury. 
Whatever delay was caused after that he had nothing 
to do with, and he could not see how the blame could 
be put upon him. But that was not giving notice of the 
case with all practicable speed. Mr. Norbury knew per- 
fectly well what the Anthrax Order was, or he ought to 
have known, and he must have known he was doing 
something he ought not to have done. Mr. Newman 
would say it was not a very serious matter. Mr. Giles 
could not say that day that anything serious had oc- 
curred, because they had not earlier notice, but anthrax 
was a serious disease, and affected human beings as well 
as animals, and the germs were carried about in an ex- 
traordinary way. The bicilli of anthrax multiplied to 
an enormous extent in a very short space of time, and 
one of the dangers, of course, was the disease being car- 
ried to the animals kept near the dead one. The Chief 
Constable asked him to say that he had been to con- 
siderable trouble in bringing to the notice of farmers 
the terrible nature of the disease, and the way in which 
it could be spread. From 1899 downwards the police 
had distributed a number of pamphlets stating simply 
and clearly what the remedies were, and three of these 
were actually left with Mr. Clarkson. It seemed to him 
the proper thing for a farmer when he suspected anthrax 
to give notice to the police, who would take all steps in 
destroying the animal. The Board of Agriculture com- 
pensated the farmer for every cow destroyed under their 
orders, and that was pointed out to Mr. Clarkson in the 
several conversations which ex-P.C. Roscoe had with 
him. This was a case, said Mr. Giles, where he asked 
the Bench to say that farmers must be protected against 
themselves, and he asked for the imposition of such a 
fine that would be a warning to farmers that such an 
action as that which they contended Mr. Clarkson had 
been guilty of could not be overlooked. 

Police-Sergt. Ratcliffe said: At 3 p.m. on Aug. 8th, I 
received information from Mr. Norbury that a cow was 
lying dead from anthrax in a field on the premises of 
Mr. Clarkson. I went to Clarkson’s field and met Mr. 
Marshall there. We found the left ear had been re- 
moved and blood oozing from the cut. All about the 
carcase were thousands of large flies, and when I went 
near and disturbed them we were afraid of the flies 
settling upon us. I saw the cow and it showed all the 
signs of having died from anthrax. These are the 
oozing of blood from all the natural openings and the 
swelling of the neck. Just before leaving the farm I saw 
Mr. Clarkson, and I said, “ How long has this cow been 
dead? He said, “ Well, you see, Ido not know: it was 
found dead yesterday afternoon.” I said, “ What time 
did you first know about it,” and he replied, “ About 
four o’clock yesterday afternoon.” I said, “ Why did 

ou not report it to the police before now! You must 
end suspected anthrax from the first, and so must Mr. 
Norbury, or why did he cut the ear !—which is the usual 
practice in cases of anthrax.” Mr. Clarkson rejoined, 
“ Well, Ido not know what it died of, and I was not 
sure, but I sent for Mr. Norbury to see it, and what- 
ever delay there has been after that, it has nothing to do 
with me now. Ido not see the blame can be put on 
me.” Isaid, “There has been too much delay in notify- 
ing the police, and there is sure to be some trouble about 
it. Mr. Clarkson said, “ Well, [ cannot help that, it is 
not my fault.” On the following day I cremated the 
carcase. 

Mr. Giles: When did you see Mr. Norbury again ?— 
Mr. Norbury came to me at 3 o’clock on the 8th of Aug., 
and told me he had a case of anthrax forme. I said, 
“ Where?” and he said, “ There is a cow dead in Clark- 
son’s field. I cut the ear off, took it home and saw it 
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was anthrax ; but to make sure I sent it to a veterinary 
surgeon in Manchester. He has examined it, and sent 
me word it is anthrax.” He also said, “Can I give you 
a certificate to that effect so that you can get on with 
it? Iknow what delay is.” I said, “No, I cannot act 
upon your certificate. I must have our own inspector’s 
authority.” To that Mr. Norbury said, “If I give you 
a certificate you can get on with the work, because 
know you want to get on with it” 

Mr. A. L. Goodson (a magistrate): When was the 
earease destroyed 1—On the 9th. On Aug. 25th I saw 
Mr. Norbury at his residence and told him of the pro- 
ceedings. [also said there are one or two questions I 
wish to put to you. “You told me,” I said, “you cut 
the ear off, and you found it anthrax.” “ Well,” Mr. 
Norbury replied, ‘I was not sure, and I sent it away to 
be veritied.” I said, “ You must have suspected anth- 
rax. Is it not usual in the case of suspected anthrax 
to remove the ear for purposes of examination? “ Yes,” 
Mr. Norbury replied, adding, “ But I do not think this 
is the time at which we ought to say anything more 
about it.” 

Mr. E. G. Leycester (the Chairman of the Bench ): 
When was the ear cut off ?—On the 7th. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Newman: Has anything hap- 
pened from these flies? There has been no case since, 
not even amongst the police 7—No, sir. 

When you knew, as you must have known when Mr. 
Norbury told you, why did you not proceed to cremate 
it, as it was dangerous ?—I had the orders of the Board 
of Agriculture, and I cannot deviate from them. 

How long have you been an officer in this district ?— 
Only since November. 

Mr. Marshall has been here longer ?—Yes. 

Have you known any case since last November ?-- 
No, sir. 

Do you know when the last was discovered in this dis- 
trict 1—1 think it is about three or four years ago. 

The Sergeant: I would like to say that the blood 
must have been teeming with anthrax bacilli, and I had 
to dig down to cover them. 

Mr. Newman: Do you mean it ran from the ear; not 
from the natural openings? As far as Mr. Norbury is 
concerned the blood would have oozed out and thousands 
of flies would have been there in any case. 

Sergt. Radcliffe : If he had known nothing about it, 
perhaps we would have heard about it earlier. 

Mr. Newman: The blood would have been there 
whether the ear had been cut or not ?--The blood did 
not run from the ear to that extent. 

what came from the ear was insignificant ?—That 

Mr. Giles : Did you follow out the instructions of the 
—- Agriculture for the cremation of the carcase 2 

Has there been a case where the Board o i , 
orders have been neglected 1—No, sir. 

James Marshall, Member of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and inspector under the Local 
Authority for Knutsford, said: I have held the appoint- 
ment since 1873. During that time I have examined a 
good number of carcases affected with anthrax Shortly 
after three o’clock on Aug. 8th, I went to Clarkson’s farm 

in company with the last witness. I found the dead 

animal in the field with its left ear cut and blood oozin 

from the natural openings. The animal was very ee 
swollen. It was a case anyone might have suspected at 
once to be anthrax. I would not say at the time it was 

_— but one could not do anything else but suspect 

x, hey must have suspected it from the appearance 

Mr. Giles: In your opinion how long had the ani 
imal 
pane Seat '—I should say from 24 to 30 hours at the 


Or more }—I cannot say. Rigor mortis was very pro- 


You heard the last witness speak about the discharges 
and that there was some slight discharge from the left 
ear /—Yes. 

What about the flies /—There was any number of flies, 
but I poured carbolic acid about because [ was afraid of 
being bit. Ican protect my hands but not my neck. 
The flies were a danger to me. 

What does cutting the ear indicate in your profession? 
—TI should say suspected anthrax, because it 1s usual for 
the “vet.” to take one ear to put it under the microscope 
for verification. 

Do you do it in any other diseases ?—Not to my 
knowledge in England. They might do it abroad in 
some cases. 

How long have you been practising !—Since 1873. 
Did you meet Mr. Norbury ?—Yes, on the afternoon 
of the 8th. 

Did you have aconversation with him about the case ! 
—Yes; he said: “Are you getting on with your work?” 
and I said, “ No, you have delayed us. You ought to 
have advised your client to repoit this case yesterday.” 
And that is what you tell the Bench !—He ought to 
have reported it. 

In the absence of a report do you say there was great 
danger to the stock of Mr. Clarkson’s own farm !—Yes. 
There was no earth, and it was not fenced around or 
anything. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Newman: When was the last 
case in this district ‘/—August 8th, 1904. 

Are there any other diseases besides anthrax from 
which cows die suddenly —Yes ; there is black quarter. 

Heart disease, lightning !— Yes. 

But there are a number of other causes besides these 
that would cause the death of an animal without any 
premonitory symptom, and you would not know in every 
case until you have investigated the cause what the cow 
died of. Fes cut the ear off and may find nothing !— 
Certainly. 

How would you find out when you cut the ear off !— 
You want to get the bacilli and then you know. 

And Mr. Clarkson having a sudden death, did you not 
think it reasonable for him to go to a veterinary sur- 
geon ’—Yes, sir. 

And do you not think if the veterinary surgeon had 
any doubt it was wise on his part to satisfy himself? 
Why should he not cut the ear off to find out {Because 
the Orders say it must not be done. 

At this stage Mr. Newman produced leaflet 28 issued 
by the Board of Agriculture, which set forth the difficul- 
ties of ascertaining the presence of anthrax. 

Mr. Giles : I entirely dispute that, as it is not from 
the Board of Agriculture— 

Mr. Newman: Will you kindly adjourn the case until 
it can be proved? This (the Teafict) is issued from 
Whitehall and printed by the Governmert printers. 

Mr. Giles: I will admit it if it is right, but itis not 
like my copy. After examining it Mr. Giles said: 
have no doubt it is right. It seems to be a revised copy 
of leaflet 28, but it is a copy I have not seen. 

Mr. Newman (to the witness Marshall) : Have yo" 
seen it ?—That Order is revoked. 

Mr. L. Caldecutt (the magistrates’ clerk) : It is nota? 
Order but instructions to farmers. : 

Mr. Newman (to Mr. Giles): You are proving » 
sending of the leaflets, and I am going to show you what 
the leaflets tell me. You put the authority in the wit 
ness-box, and if the inspector does not know the duties 
of the farmer who does ? 

Mr. Newman, reading from the leaflet, said av! 
died from other causes, and often unaccountable causes. 
In every case of unaccountable death the ow - 
wait skilled opinion before the disposal of the a 
Now do you suggest that it was unwise to do as 
Clarkson did !—It was reasonable. ; the 

What did you do besides using carbolic }—I too 
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Do you mean to tell me you did not know. The police 
say they saw what it was straight away !—I have to 
prove it. 

Did you close up the openings in the body, which 
was one of your duties !—It is not. The police did that 
after I saw it. 

Re-examined by Mr. Giles: When you cut the ear off 
did you suspect it ?—Yes. 

When Mr. Norbury cut the ear off did he suspect it ? 
~-Yes, or he would not have cut the ear off. 


THE DEFENCE. 


In addressing the Bench for the defence, Mr. New- 
man said: With regard to this case it seems a highly 
technical one as far as Mr. Norbury is concerned, but I 
would like to point out to you that even 24 hours after 
Mr. Norbury had declared it to be anthrax the veteri- 
nary inspector was so doubtful about the thing himself 
that he took an ear to test it. The police-sergeant said, 
“[ knew everything.” Well, the officer was much more 
clever than the veterinary surgeon, who s‘ates that the 
death of the animal was unaccountable. That is the ad- 
mission on the part of the veterinary inspector. There has 
been no case of anthrax in this district for three years, 
and nothing to lead any human being to suppose that 
anthrax was the caus? of death in this case. Mr. Nor- 
bury neither suspected nor expected it, but he thought 
he would satisfy himself by a microscopical examina- 
tion. Now, assuming the cow died from heart disease 
or anything else, what is the farmer to do but to do as 
Mr. Clarkson did? and what is a veterinary surgeon to 
do but what Mr. Norbury did? You have to assume he 
suspected anthrax when he cut theear off. That is the 
whole basis of the charge. It must be brought home to 
him that he suspected it, but there is no evidence to 
prove he did. The instruction to the farmer is to get 
skilled opinion, and what is the good of skilled opinion 
without an examination to tell you whether it is anth- 
trax or heart disease? It may not have been heart 
disease, it may not have been lightning, it may have 

naneurism. But the Order should say that in 
every case of sudden death you must go and tell the 
police if my client is to be convicted of doing something 
Wrong. It states that in every case of unaccountable 
or sudden death—and this was unaccountable according 
to Mr. Marshall—the first thing te do is to get skilled 
Opinion, and that is what Mr. Clarkson dit, and what 
Mr. Norbury endeavoured to give. His opinion would 

worth rothing if he did not do something more than 
merely look at the ear. You are asked to assume that 
Mr. Norbury suspected anthrax simply because the cow 
was dead. Under the Orders of the Board of Agricul- 
ture, it is not necessary in every case of sudden death 
to report the matter to the police. If it is not necessary, 
and nothing conld be plainer here, then the farmer and 
Mr. Norbury did not do anything more than what was 


weesonable, Mr. Norbury not being satisfied when he 
— the ear, sends it on to Manchester, and he 


= confirmatory opinion. The moment this is wired 
te he goes straight to the pol ce. I put it to you 
nothin y that in the case of an unaccountable death and 
ine to show it was anthrax, Mr. Norbury did noth- 
sup nore than what he had a perfect right to do. I 
Act? ] it is the first summons taken vut under the 
suppos i not heard of such proceedings before. I 
with th, they were directed against undue interference 
muxpec arene of a cow in which one ought to have 
, snthras. I cannot think they were intended 
is lees en surgeons ascertaining definitely in 
- cn half what had happened. In this case 
nown | hi evidence of anthrax. If anthrax had been 
'n his district then there may have been grounds 


OF sus 
and Me Net this was an unaccountable death, 


coveted, and yon applied once to the Connty | 
for a similar position ?—It was not for this district. 


them without having them in my 


fore ask ty had to ascertain the cause. I there- 
you to dismiss the case against my client on 


the ground that he had no reason to suspect anthrax. 

Mr. Giles: I do not agree with Mr. Norbury’s view as 
to the wording of the Order. It is quite clear that “in 
no case shall the skin of the carcase be cut, nor shall 


anything be done to cause the effusion of blood except 


by or under the supervision of the veterinary in- 


spector.” 


Mr. Newman : That is assuming he knew it was anth- 


rax. 


Mr. Norbury then entered the witness box. 
Mr. Newman : Did you suspect anthrax in this case ? 


—None whatsoever. 


What was the object in cutting the ear?!—A_ precan- 


tionary measure. 


To find out in any other way would be most danger- 


ous !— Quite so. 


Did you suspect anthrax ?—Absolutely not. 
Did you expect anthrax ?—No. 


When you examined the ear what cid you find? Did 


you find symptoms which were certain to be anthrax ? 
--No. 


What did you do next ?—I was not satisfied with my 


own examination, and | had it contirmed. 


When you got the wire you informed the police and 


th-y would not take the certificate you offered !—Yes, 
sir. 


What time in the day did you offer to give them a cer- 


tificate !—Before three. 


After that they came and examined the beast, cut off 


another ear, and doubled the danger from the thousands 
of sal and took it away after you offered a certificate ? 
—Yes. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Giles: How long have you 


been in the profession ?—Sixteen years. 


How long in this district !—Thirteen. 
You know Mr. Marshall, and he is the veterinary 


inspector under the Anthrax Orders for the Local 
Authority.—I believe so. 


You know what that means. It is a position that is 


onnty Council 


And no doubt before you applied you made yourself 


conversant with the orders ?—-No, sir. 


Do you know the Animal Diseases Act ?—I know the 


notifiable diseases. 


Do you know the working of them ?—I cannot work 
i ssession. 

When did you see the orders ?—Last week. 

Then you do know them now !—Not from memory. 
You are fully coaversant with the contents of the 


orders that notice of disease must be given te the police? 
—I am. 


And are you not now fully conversant with the clause 


as to the disposal of the carcase !—Not until I received 
ny summons. 


What you mean to tell the Bench is: you did cut the 


carcase and you did cause an effusion of bluod !—Very 
slightly. 


Very immaterially, I did. ; 
Mr. Giles : [agree from your point of view, and you 


did it not under the supervision of the inspector, and 
you did not know you were doing wrong. Weil, I think 
I understand it. 
it is wrong.—No, I don’t. 


ow you know it is wrong; you see 


Now you know it is wrong according to the order. 


Are you sorry ? 


Mr. Newman: One minute. 
Mr. Giles: He is in my hands. 
Mr. Newman: It is not justifiable to put that ques- 


tion: “Now he knows he is wrong?’—I say he is not 
wrong. 


Mr. Giles: Now you know you have done something 


in contravention of the Anthrax Order. 


Mr. Newman: I say hehas not. 
The Chairman : He has done it in ignorance. 
Mr. Norbury : I took every precautionary measure, 


if. 
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The Chairman: He was not acquainted with it and 
he did it in ignorance. 

Mr. Giles: In acase of suspected anthrax what would 
you do to make yourself certain ?—In a case of suspected 
anthrax I would turn to the client and tell him to report 
it to the police. 

Suppose you were asked your opinion as to whether 
you should report it /—If there were no external symp- 
toms I would do what I have done. 

If you wished to be quite certain you would take a 
portion of the ear away for microscopical examination q 
—If 1 had no grounds for a diagnosis. ; 

Did you suspect anthrax in this case ?--Not in the 
east. 

What did you expect ?—I expected nothing. 

Did you think the animal had died from heart 
disease ?—It might have been struck by lightning. 

That is all you know about it. You tell the Bench 
to-day that the animal you saw on the 7th, and as to 
which you gave notice to the police on the 8th, you did 
not know whether it died from he irt disease, from light- 
ning, or anthrax ?—Decidedly. 

You cannot get any nearer than that /—None what- 
ever. 

And you reported it to the police the following day 
about 3 p.m. Between two and three. 

And then you said it was suspected anthrax /—Yes. 

« Will you tell the Bench when you came to that con- 
clusion {—Not until between one and two o’clock on the 
following day. 

Did you see it again ?---[ never saw the carcase again. 
I had my own preparation and I waited until I got the 
result of the second and had the opportunity of declar- 
ing it. 

You did not suspect anthrax until you sent the ear to 
Manchester, and when you heard from Manchester that 
it was anthrax you, yourself, decided that it was so. I 
could not satisfy myself on my own preparation. 

And then you did not suspect anthrax !—Not until I 
got the confirmatory opinion. 

Until it was confirmed you had no suspicion ?-—-None 
whatever. 

What would make you suspect anthrax !—The de- 
scription given by your side—discharges from the natural 
openings. 

And was that going on ?—No, sir. 

So what Ratcliffe and Marshall said is untrue ?—-When 
I saw it there was no discharge whatsoever. 

No flies about !—None. It was simply a case of a 
dead animal, and there was no external symptom of 
anthrax. But when you come the following day—15 
hours between—you may have any amount of suspicion. 

How are you going to get over this: that in any 
case, suspected or not, you are not to cut the animal ?—I 

I was not to cut the animal. 

ou did have a conversation with Sergt. Ratcliffe _— 

I reported to him. 

en you reported the case to him what di 
t three o’clock on the 8th, you called at th ic 
station, and did you say: “I aed a case of bee Hn 
you at Shand Heath. It is a cow belonging to Mr. 

Clarkson. He sent for me yesterday afternoon. I cut 

the ear off, took it home, and examined it, and saw it 

anthrax I said I was not pleased 

with my preparation an was no i 

sent nto anchester. t satisfied, and I had 

_ Did he say there has been a lot of delay j i 

it, and did you reply “ Yes, there is, shal laa 

so you get with you work ?—I did not 

Say there was any delay, but I sai y i F 

certificate y y; I said I would give him a 

Thy in the world did you go and ¢ 
Because I had to make 


Suppose it had died from heart disease would the 
cutting of the ear have done you any good ‘—None what- 
ever, ° 
And you did it without the direction of the veterinary 
inspector, and you did not know it was necessary. 
Mr. Newman: My contention is that Mr. Beituny 
did nothing wrong. You did not suspect anthrax!— 
No, sir. 

Tue Decision. 
The Chairman said: We have considered the case 
against Mr. Clarkson and Mr. Norbury. In the case of 
Mr. Clarkson we have decided to dismiss the case. We 
are satisfied that he acted as he should have acted. We 
have had a very long trial, and therefore we hope the 
— will take fullest notice of it, because if there is any 
ack of information amongst farmers and veterinary 
surgeons, it is to be hoped this case will bring it to 
their notice, so that they will not be able to say they 
are not acquainted with the Orders under which they 
are supposed to conduct their business. In the case of 
Mr. Norbury we have decided to convict, and impose 
a fine of 40s. and £1 13s. 6d. costs. 
In all probability Mr. Norbury will appeal against 
this decision in the interests of the profession generally. 


Personal. 


Cuase—Price.—At the Parish Church, Clapham 
Common, by the Rev. Law, William Henry, only son of 
the late Henry P. Chase, of Tiverton, and Mrs. Chase, 
of Clifton, to Katherine, elder daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Price of “ Lydbrook,” Lessar Avenue, Clapham 
Common. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Sept. 6. 


AUXILIARY FOoRCEs. 
IMPERIAL YEOMANRY--2nd County of London (West- 
minster Dragoons).—Vet.-Lieut. W. L. Harrison to be 
Vet.-Capt. (July 18.) 
Sept. 10. 


YroMANRY—Apyrshire (Earl of Carrick’s 
Own).—Vet.-Capt. R. W. Russell resigns his commission. 
(August 23.) 


OBITUARY. 


Joun Henry Lort, F.R.C.V.8., Grimsby. 
Graduated, | : April, 1877. 


Winton, M.R.C.V.S., Enfield. 
Lond:: April, 1866. 
Mr. Winton died on Sept. 6th, at the age of 67 years. 
He was the youngest son of the late Harry and Adelaide 
Winton. He had been in practice in Enfield for forty 
ears, and was at one time the best known cattle doctor 
etween Edmonton and Hatfield. The interment was 
in the family grave at St. Michael’s Cemetery, Lewes, 
on the 11th inst. 


Tuomas McCarrery, M.R.C.V.S., Peckham, 
London, 8.E. Edin: Dee. 1895. 


Mr. McCaffery died on the 7th inst. at his residence, 
221 Queen’s Road, Peckham. He was son of the late 
Capt. James McCaffery. The interment was at Charl 
ton “Cemetery, on Wednesday, 11th inst. 


M.R.C.V.S., Fulham Road, 


DoNALD MACPHERSON, 
Glas : April, 187+ 


London, S.W. 
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